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AGENDA 

Friday March 3, 2017 

11:45-12:15: Registration 

12:15-12:30: Welcome and Introduction 

12:30-2:00: Planning for Clients with Diminished Capacity; Olga Voinarevich & Steven R. 

Latterell 

2:00-2:15: Break 

2:15-3:45: Funding Resources for Accessible Transportation; Caitlin Larson (Office of the 

Treasurer), Amy Corbin (Project Manager for the ABLE Program), Nikol Prieto, Andrea Vrobel 

3:45-4:15: Updates from the NMEDA Conference, NMEDA Panel; Kerry Jones, Anne Hegberg, 

Dan Allison  

4:15-5:00: Chapter Meeting 

5:00:  Adjourn 

 

Saturday March 4, 2017 

8:00-8:30: Registration and Introduction 

8:30-10:45: Executive Function and Intellectual Capabilities with ASD Population and How 

These Relate to Driving; Tracy Gale, Director of Easterseals Crossroads Autism Resource Center  

10:45-11:00: Break 

11:00-12:15: Looking Through the Looking Glass with Jude; Judith Irving, Little People of 

America 

12:15: Adjourn 

 

This meeting has offering for levels:  Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced  

 
AOTA Classification Content Category: Domain of OT Content Topic: Occupations. 

AOTA Classification Content Category: OT Process Content Topic: Evaluation. 

 
Planning for Clients with Diminished Capacity (1.5 hours) 

 

Abstract: To provide insight into issues related to diminished capacity and incapacity and an overview of 

various legal mechanisms to aid and assist individuals living with these challenges. 

 

Learning Objectives:  

1. Provide an understanding to the CDRS of the older driver’s legal rights and who to involve in the 

process of the evaluation  

2. Understand “diminished capacity” in determining the clients’ potential to drive 

3. Understanding POA versus guardianship and how that influences follow up care for the client. 

 

Presenters:  

Olga Voinarevich is an attorney at Ice Miller, LLP in Indianapolis. She earned a Bachelor of 

Business Administration, summa cum laude, with majors in International Business and Marketing and 

minors in Information Systems and Management from Loyola University Chicago in 2010. She 

graduated, magna cum laude, from The John Marshall Law School in 2014. Olga is an associate in Ice 

Miller's Litigation and Intellectual Property Group.  

Steven R. Latterell is an attorney at Ice Miller, LLP in Indianapolis. He earned a Bachelor of Arts 

in Economics and Sociology at Indiana University and graduated from Indiana University Maurer School 

of Law in 2005. Steve is an estate planning and probate attorney in the Indianapolis office. As an estate 
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planner he helps clients protect their assets and transfer them to loved ones and charities in a tax efficient 

and customized manner designed around each client's specific needs. Steve also has experience with 

establishing and administering guardianships, preparing and negotiating prenuptial agreements and 

handling power of attorney matters. 

 

Funding Resources for Vehicle Modifications (1.5 hours) 

 

Abstract:  Individuals with disabilities are at a greater disadvantage in gaining financial independence due 

to the fact that there are added costs to living with a disability.  Obtaining personal accessible 

transportation mobility products often creates a significant financial hardship for individuals with 

disabilities and their families, and many are unable to achieve their mobility goals.  There are few payer 

sources for accessible transportation products, and this session provides the audience with funding 

resources to share with their consumers that will assist them in gaining their mobility freedom.  

 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Participants will understand the benefits of the ABLE Act (Achieving a Better Life Experience) 

and how this can assist their consumers with disabilities save the funds needed to purchase 

needed accessible transportation mobility products 

2. Participants will learn what type of assistive technology can be purchased using the Alternative 

Financing Program (AFP) low-interest bank loan program and how to apply for this loan 

3. Participants will learn about the Mobility Assistance Grant Program available through the 

National Organization for Vehicle Accessibility (NOVA) and how their consumers can apply for 

this grant, as well as other fundraising strategies that consumers with disabilities may utilize to 

obtain the funds needed to achieve their mobility goals 

 

Presenters: 
Nikol Prieto - Community Outreach Coordinator, The INDATA Project at Easterseals Crossroads 

Nikol worked in the Employment Division at Easterseals Crossroads Rehabilitation Center from 1998 to 2003. She 

then moved to California and became a stay at home mother. She returned to Indiana to be closer to her family and 

began working at Easter Seals Crossroads again in 2010 in the Assistive Technology department as the Community 

Outreach Coordinator. It is her passion to help people and she is often referred to as the “front door of the Assistive 

Technology department". As the “front door” to the Indata Project, Nikol’s goal is to help other’s recognize that 

there are assistive technology solutions to every day struggles and help those folks get connected to those resources. 

She is passionate about understanding a consumer’s needs and educating them about resources and services that will 

enable them to make well informed decisions. She is a task-master who gets great satisfaction out of helping people 

find information that will relieve their stress and improve their lives. Nikol holds a bachelor’s degree from Indiana 

State University in Psychology with a minor in Social Work.  

 

Caitlin Larson is a New York native and joined the Office of the Treasurer in 2015. Prior to her current position, 

Caitlin monitored legislation and executed projects for Project Lead the Way, a non-profit organization that provides 

science, technology, engineering, and math programs to K-12 students nationwide. Currently, Caitlin manages all 

media contacts for the Treasurer, develops and executes special projects, and advocates the Treasurer’s legislative 

proposals to government stakeholders.  Larson holds a Master of Public Affairs and a Bachelor of Science degree 

from Indiana University. 

 

Amy Corbin is the Project Manager for the ABLE program administered by the office of the Indiana Treasurer of 

State. An Indiana native, Amy has worked for the State of Indiana for over 9 years and has an established 

background in child welfare and case management. She began work with the Indiana Department of Child Services 

as a Family Case Manager and later proceeded to work with the DCS older youth services initiative Collaborative 

Care. In this role Amy assisted with program development and implementation, while overseeing life skills training 

and increasing independence for former foster youth. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and a minor in 

Psychology from Indiana University. In her current role, Amy oversees the program management and development 
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for the Indiana ABLE Authority. She believes offering a qualified ABLE program in Indiana will dramatically 

impact and improve the lives of disabled individuals. 

 

Andrea Vrobel, COTA, LMSW, CDRS, is the Executive Director of The Ralph Braun Foundation/National 

Organization for Vehicle Accessibility.  She joined this nonprofit organization in July 2014 in order to share her 

passion of helping individuals with disabilities improve their quality of life.   Andrea became a Certified 

Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA) 17 years ago and throughout those years she worked with older adult 

populations, home health care patients, and adults with developmental disabilities.  She completed her Bachelor of 

Social Work (BSW) degree in 2005, followed by her Master of Social Work (MSW) degree in 2007.  She began her 

career in driver rehabilitation at Easter Seals Crossroads in 2008, receiving her certification as a Certified Driver 

Rehabilitation Specialist (CDRS) in 2009.  She spent five years in the driver rehabilitation program with this 

amazing organization, during which time she gained a strong understanding of the financial difficulties many 

individuals and families face.  This journey led her to her current position with The Ralph Braun Foundation, 

allowing her to promote mobility freedom for those who need it most. Andrea has been a member of the National 

Mobility Equipment Dealers Association (NMEDA) and The Association for Driver Rehabilitation Specialists 

(ADED) since 2008.  She currently serves as Secretary for the ADED Midwest Chapter and has served on 

NMEDA’s Education and Training Committee since 2015.    

 

Updates from the NMEDA Conference (.5 hours) 

 

Abstract: A panel of experts in the field of driver rehabilitation will provide an update of the latest news 

and product information from the 2017 NMEDA Conference 

 

Presenters:  

Kerry Jones, ATP, Rehabilitation Designer - The Space Between 

Dan Allison, MS, OTR/L, ATP, CDRS - Shepherd Center 

Anne Hegberg, OTR, CDRS - Marianjoy Rehab Hospital 

 

 

Executive Function and Intellectual Capabilities with ASD Population and How These Relate to 

Driving Readiness (2.25 hours) 

 

Abstract: The executive function and intellectual capabilities of individuals with Autism Spectrum 

Disorders varies significantly between individuals with ASD, and this plays a significant role in their 

ability to drive. The DRS/CDRS must assess these functions using a variety of tools, including interview, 

standardized testing, and behind the wheel assessments in order to determine if driving is a realistic and 

achievable goal for these consumers. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Participants will develop an understanding of ASD as defined in the DSM V 

2. Participants will understand executive dysfunction and associated behaviors that may be 

problematic when learning to drive 

3. Participants will be provided with case studies using new DSM V criteria to determine likely 

challenges with driving 

 

Presenter: Tracy M. Gale, Psy.D., HSPP, earned her doctorate of psychology from the University of 

Indianapolis in 2009. She completed her predoctoral internship at the University of Tennessee 

Professional Psychology Internship Consortium and worked in her early career at a community mental 

health center. Dr. Gale has worked with individuals with autism spectrum disorder and other 

developmental disabilities throughout her career. She is currently the director of Autism and Behavior 

Services at Easterseals Crossroads, where she completes diagnostic evaluations and provides clinical 

supervision for a team of professionals who deliver behavior treatment services to children, adolescents, 
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and adults with autism spectrum disorder. Dr. Gale, her husband, and two children live in the Indianapolis 

area. 

 
Looking Through the Looking-Glass with Jude Cultural Competency - (1.25 hours) 

 

Abstract: As a culturally diverse population, the DRS/CDRS must be aware of these cultural differences 

and how this may impact the quality of care of their consumer in order to deliver complete consumer 

centered care.  Judith will take the audience through her life as a disabled career focused woman and 

mother. She will also discuss growing up with a physical disability and learning impairment, Dyslexia.  

She will present how she has adapted the world around her to grant her access to everyday activities and 

how her disability has been both an obstacle and gift in her professional career.  This will include 

discussing the modifications made to her vehicle and the training required to allow her to be a fully 

independent driver. 

 

Learning Objectives 

1. Participants will understand the cultural and physical differences a person with Dwarfism faces 

and learn how to recognize these differences in order to deliver the best standard of care 

2. Participants will learn about the modifications that can be made to a vehicle for short-statured 

persons and driver training strategies for working with persons with learning impairments 

 

Presenter:  

Judith Irving has a rare form of dwarfism, Diastrophic Dysplasia, and at the age of 45 stands only 3’7” 

tall. She has a BS in Environmental Design of Architecture from Ball State University and a BS in Art 

Education from Indiana State University.  The majority of her 15 year architecture career was spent 

consulting and designing in Great Britain.  While living in England for 10 years she worked as an 

Inclusive Design Consultant on such projects as the Museum of Science & Industry, London Millennium 

Dome, 2012 London Olympics/Paralympics, New Museum of Liverpool and the Royal Shakespeare 

Theater.  She has been on the board of the Centre for Accessible Environments in England, the American 

National Standard Institute committee for building regulations, is on the state board of the Art Education 

Association of Indiana and is a lead vocalist of the Little Big Band in Little People of America.  Over the 

last several years she has had a rewarding career as an art educator for Vigo County School Corporation 

passing on her passion for art to our young people.  Even though she is kept busy professionally the most 

rewarding aspect of her life is being the mother to her amazing 15 year old son, Kristian, who is regularly 

on the honor roll and also has a rare form of dwarfism, Pseudoachondroplasia.  Together they get through 

life’s challenges and always count themselves blessed to have the opportunity to achieve their goals and 

dreams.  Jude’s moto in life is “Your only failure in life is to never try because with perseverance just 

about anything is possible.” 

 

 

 

 

 


