
ADED California Chapter Meeting and Continuing Education Forum 

Monday, February 27, 2017 - 8:00am to 4:30pm 

 

Location:  Palo Alto VA Hospital, 3801 Miranda Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94304 

  Building 105, Room 1A-110 

- Free parking available in North Parking Structure (PS1) 

 

Contact:  Marc Samuels OTR/L, CDRS  

  Marc.Samuels@va.gov 

  650-493-5000 Ext: 65439 

 

Cost:    FREE 

 

Registration:   Register at http://www.aded.net/event/CAChapter  

 

Registration now open for ADED members; registration for non-ADED members opens Jan 30th 

 

* Up to 6 ADED and/or AOTA CEUs available.  To receive all 6 CEUs you must attend all 6 

sessions, to receive only 3 CEUs you may attend all the afternoon sessions only. There are no 

CEU credits available for attending single workshops. 

 

Schedule: (Please note that all sessions are 60 min) 

 

8:00 ADED CA Chapter meeting – Chapter business (Members Only) 

8:30  Sign in for Open Education Forum  

8:45  WELCOME 

9:00 Enhancing Emotion Regulation During Driving in OEF/OIF Veterans  

10:00 Current Information on the Clinical Use of Driving Simulation  

11:00 BREAK  

11:15 The Future of Full Size Vans/Trucks and SUV Accessible Conversions  

12:15 LUNCH BREAK and Sign in for Afternoon Sessions 

1:00 Introducing the CADRES: Revised Driving Screen Tool from  

“The Clinical Guide for Assessing and Counseling Older Drivers”  

2:00 It’s Not Just About Driving - How do I transport my mobility device?  

3:00 BREAK 

3:15 Visual Search for Driving: Considerations for all Ages and Neurological  

 Conditions  

4:15 WRAP UP (Hand out Certificates of Attendance - CEUs) 

 

 

This meeting has offering for levels:  Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced 

 

AOTA Classification Content Category: Domain of OT Content Topic: Occupations. 

AOTA Classification Content Category: OT Process Content Topic: Intervention. 

 

 
 

http://www.aded.net/event/CAChapter
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Enhancing Emotion Regulation During Driving in OEF/OIF Veterans  

 

Abstract: The seminar will discuss Dr. Woodward's preliminary clinical trial of an on-road intervention 

for distressed driving in OEF/OIF Veterans with combat driving trauma. 

 

Learning Objectives:  

 Define combat driving trauma  

 Discuss the connection of combat driving trauma to posttraumatic stress disorder  

 Discuss the design and outcome of the clinical trials  

 

Presenter: Steven H. Woodward, PhD has been engaged since 1990 in computer-intensive research into 

the neurological underpinnings of PTSD and related disorders with a focus on ambulatory data acquisition 

in naturalistic settings. More recently, his work has expanded to include clinical trials of biologically-

informed behavioral interventions. Two of these current trials involve mobile technology for data 

acquisition and treatment delivery. 

 

Current Information on the Clinical Use of Driving Simulation 

 

Abstract: This seminar will review the history of clinical driving simulation and provide a discussion of 

the current strengths, limitations and research behind the use of driving simulation in clinical practice. 

 

Learning Objectives:  

 Gain knowledge of the history of driving simulation and its adoption in allied health care 

 Gain knowledge of the current expert consensus statements regarding appropriate use of 

simulation by therapists 

 Gain knowledge about the strengths and weaknesses of interactive simulation as a tool in both 

general therapy and specialized driving rehabilitation practices 

 

Presenter: Douglas F. Evans, MS Mechanical Engineering (Iowa), has led teams developing high-quality 

driving simulation systems and tools for over twenty years, including applications in automotive design 

research, traffic safety studies and a wide range of medical and human sciences research. Of note is his 

collaborative work with clinicians and scientists creating cutting-edge interactive simulation tools for use 

in rehabilitative health care. As part of that work, he earned certificates of completion from both 

"Building Blocks" and "Take the Wheel" driver rehabilitation therapist training courses by Susan Pierce, 

Carol Blackburn and Miriam Monahan, and has since assisted a number of times in teaching those 

courses to therapists seeking to become CDRSs. Founder and CEO of DriveSafety (Murray, Utah), Doug 

also has a wealth of experience serving in technical, management and volunteer roles in scientific, 

industry and professional organizations related to simulation and driving safety. 

The Future of Full Size Vans/Trucks and SUV Accessible Conversions 

 

The Future of Full Size Vans/Trucks and SUV Accessible Conversions 

 

Abstract: Mr. Estes and Ms. Casey's presentation will discuss the continued need for full size vans and the 

equipment and modifications currently available for them. Mr. Magana's part of the presentation will 

review the truck and SUV accessible conversions that are available in today’s market. 

 

Learning Objectives:  

 To inform certified driving rehabilitation specialists on the continuing needs for full size vans. • 

Seating requirements for family and caregivers • Additional loading capacity for heavy 
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wheelchairs • Interior head room and door entry • Storage, for medical equipment • Towing 

capabilities • FMVSS and how they affect us now and in the future 

 To inform certified driving rehabilitation specialists on current available equipment and 

modifications for full size vans; driving equipment, low tech, high tech driving equipment, 

wheelchair lifts, grab handles, Transfer devices, power steps, Door opener, floor modifications 

 To provide awareness of mobility options besides the more common minivan and full-size truck 

conversions that are available 

 

Presenters:  Stephen Estes and Courtney Casey have been involved in the manufacturing and sales of full 

size vans for the disabled and physically challenged community. They have converted or modified over 

3000 vans over the past 33 years. Vans equipped with high tech, and low tech driving systems or for 

attendant use. They have worked directly for many years with manufactures and provided products from 

Braun, Ricon, Bruno, MPS, MPD, Suregrip, EMC, Drive Master, DSI, IDS, Veigel and others in the 

mobility and high tech industry. 

 

Omar Magana has been in the mobility industry for around 17 years. He is the Sales & Service Manager 

of Sacramento Van Conversions, a family-owned-and operated company that has been in business since 

1983. He is a certified technician for all of the conversion and product manufacturers. He is 

knowledgeable in both sales and installation and service of mobility equipment. 

 

Introducing the CADRES: Revised Driving Screen Tool from “The Clinical Guide for Assessing 

and Counseling Older Drivers”  

 

Abstract: This session will introduce the revised driving screen in the current edition of the Clinician’s 

Guide to Assessing and Counseling Older Drivers. The main goal of the Clinician’s Guide is to help 

healthcare professionals to prevent motor vehicle crashes and injury to older adults. Motor vehicle 

injuries persist as the leading cause if injury related deaths among 65 – 74 year-olds and are the second 

leading cause (after falls) among 75-84 year olds. By adopting preventive practices, including the 

assessment and counseling strategies outlined in this guide – clinicians can better identify older drivers at 

risk for crashes, help them enhance their safety and ease the transition to driving retirement if and when it 

becomes necessary. 

 

Learning Objectives:  

1. Able to describe who can be identified as a “clinician”, according to the Clinician’s Guide. 

2. Be able to identify the various screening tools made available through the Clinician’s Guide to 

Assessing and Counseling older Drivers. 

3. Be able to administer at least two screening tools made available in the Clinician’s Guide 

4. Be able to discuss evidence-based evidence for at least two of the assessment tools described in 

the Clinician’s Guide. 

 

Presenter: Gayle San Marco OTR/L CDRS is the coordinator of the Driver Preparation Program at 

Northridge Hospital Medical Center and is also engaged in private practice. She has been working in the 

field of Driver Rehabilitation for over twenty years and has done local and national presentations in the 

area of driver rehabilitation and the medically at-risk driver. She is the current chair of the AD Hoc 

committee on Driver Rehabilitation for the Occupational Therapy Association of California. In this 

capacity she has supported the role of the Occupational Therapist in promoting the emerging practice area 

of Driver Rehabilitation and has participated in California’s Strategic Highway Safety Program in 

cooperation with the DMV, CHP and various agencies involved with driver safety for California’s 

maturing population. 
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It’s Not Just About Driving - How do I transport my mobility device? 

 

Abstract: Community mobility is a highly desired activity for our client population. As driving 

rehabilitation specialists, we can ensure that they have the proper adaptive driving equipment. However, 

these same clients may have challenges getting their mobility devices in their vehicles. This seminar will 

address the vehicle requirements and limitations for a variety of mobility devices as well as the 

considerations to be aware of when safely securing mobility devices in, or on, that vehicle. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 Attendees will be aware of the requirements for loading and transporting mobility devices – 

manual and power wheelchairs and electric scooters 

 Attendees will be aware of potential vehicle limitations for transporting mobility devices – car vs 

SUV vs minivan 

 Attendees will be knowledgeable about guidelines for securing occupied and unoccupied mobility 

devices in vehicles. 

 

Presenter: Monica Phelan, OTR/L, CDRS, ATP has worked for the Palo Alto Health Care System – 

Veterans Administration for the past six years, initially in Polytrauma and now in the Driver 

Rehabilitation Program. She has been an occupational therapist for 8 years. 

 

Visual Search for Driving: Considerations for all Ages and Neurological Conditions 

 

Abstract: The presentation will synopsize the current research on how the visual and cognitive systems 

work together to allow drivers to effectively search the environment. Next, the presenter will explain how 

age and a number of common neurological conditions may influence a driver’s ability to search the road-

way. The presenter will conclude with interventions that can be done in the clinic to support the 

development of visual search skills for driving.  

 

Learning Objectives:  

1. Identify the visual and cognitive skills required for visual search 

2. Explain how age and neurological conditions may impact a driver’s visual search skills 

3. Name clinical interventions tools that can be used to develop visual search skills for driving 

 

Presenter: Miriam Monahan, OTD OTR/L CDRS: Dr. Miriam Monahan, is an occupational therapist and 

certified driving rehabilitation specialist. She has over 18 years of experience in driving rehabilitation, 

and is recognized for her clinical and behind-the-wheel evaluation and intervention skills. She is founder 

of the 501(c)(3) nonprofit Driver Rehabilitation Institute. She is a clinical educator for the Master of 

Clinical Science in Driving Rehabilitation Therapy Program at the University of Western Ontario in 

Canada. She has served as consultant on numerous federal projects, and lectures extensively on topics 

related to driving rehabilitation and community mobility. Dr. Monahan is internationally recognized for 

program development in driving and community mobility for teens with special needs and has 

(co)authored numerous publications in this area. 

 


